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Lake Oconee Academy Board of Governors 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

 5:30 PM, Monday, December 4, 2023  

 

 

A. Call to Order: Chairman Michael Tompkins called the regular monthly meeting to order 

at 5:30 P.M. on December 4, 2023. Michael Tompkins led the Pledge of Allegiance. The 

Meeting was held in the High School building.   

 

B. Establishment of Quorum/Roll Call:  Governors, Michael Tompkins, Sarah Peacock, 

Kristina Jaskyte Bahr, Jennifer Vaughan, Kelly Brolly, and Richard Schmidt were in 

attendance.  Also in attendance was Dr. Brad Bowling, Dr Otho Tucker, Perry Lee, Greene 

County Board of Education chair and Maggie Kjer, Greene County Board of Education 

member. 

 

C. Approval of Monthly Meeting Minutes: Jennifer Vaughan made a motion to approve the 

minutes from the November 6th, 2023, regular meeting.  Motion seconded by Kelly Brolly.  

The motion carried unanimously.  

 

D. Finance Report: The financial reports for October and November were given by prestige. 

Sarah Peacock made a motion to approve the October 2023 financial reports as 

information. Seconded by Jennifer Vaughan. The motion carried unanimously. Sarah 

Peacock made a motion to approve the November 2023 financial reports as information. 

Seconded by Jennifer Vaughan. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

E. Executive Director Report:  

 

1. Dr. Bowling reported that the waiting list has 376 students, 30 of which are priority 

students. 

2. Dr. Bowling discussed the September academic and athletic highlights, which are 

attached hereto. 

 

F. Action Item:  Dr. Bowling went through the Greene County Board of Education’s response 

to the charter petition. The Board of governors has agreed to waive its opposition to each 

of the unilateral amendments made by the Board of Education with one exception: the 

Board of Education insists that the funding cap (the number of which the Board of 

Education will pay for under the state funding formula and which is capped at 1144 

students during the term of the charter) be the same as the number of students enrolled in 

the school. This creates a problem for LOA since the ability to grant a lottery priority to 

prospective teachers is a material benefit in attracting quality teachers. It is possible, in fact 

likely, that the statutory lottery priority would be precluded under the terms of the petition. 

LOA therefore has pressed to retain this ability but limit the number of additional students 

which can be enrolled in order to attract teachers. In addition, LOA has posed that it would 

not seek local funding, but in order to prevent improper payments to the Board of 

Education, LOA has requested that any state or federal portion of funds received for such 

students be paid to LOA. This allows LOA to continue to attract the best teachers, but at 

no additional cost over the funding cap to the Board of Education. 
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Jennifer Vaughan pointed out that under the Board of Education proposed language in the 

event any children were held back for academic or developmental reasons then 

matriculation of new students would have to be limited. 

 

Following discussion by the Board Chairman Tompkins called for public comment. Todd 

Ciavola, commented that he believed the request was sound and prudent and would 

lobbying the Greene County Board of Education to agree to the change in the petition. 

 

Following discussion, Richard Schmidt made a motion to approve the revised charter 

renewal petition to the School District as amended by the School District, but subject to 

the signing memorandum as follows: Lake Oconee Academy approve the charter as 

amended, but with a signing memorandum to be drafted and sent along with the petition to 

the State Board of Education which spelled out the issue with the flexibility in the 

enrollment cap for the purpose of using teacher lottery priorities to attract teachers, to waive 

any right to be funded for such students as matriculated over the funding cap provided 

however any state or federal funds would be payable to LOA.  

 

The motion was seconded by Kelly Brolly. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Following the vote, general conversations between the Board and the audience were had. 

 

G. Adjournment: There being no further business, Michael Tompkins made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Kristina Jaskyte Bahr. The motion carried unanimously, 

and the meeting was adjourned. 
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